
For more than five decades, Penikese Island School has stewarded Penikese Island, a 
75-acre undeveloped wildlife sanctuary in Buzzards Bay, in partnership with the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife. This long-term stewardship carries both 
responsibility and opportunity: to protect a rare natural environment while using it as a 
living classroom for local youth. 

Our mission remains rooted in access: to nature, to science education, and to 
experiences that spark curiosity and confidence. As educational landscapes evolve and 
pressures on schools increase, we remain committed to ensuring these opportunities 
remain attainable for our local community. 

Our Discovery Days program has become one of the clearest expressions of that 
mission. This full-day immersive field trip program brings students in grades 4–12 by 
boat to Penikese Island for hands-on, place-based science education led by 
experienced environmental educators. On Penikese, science shifts from abstraction to 
lived experience as students explore intertidal zones, observe wildlife, practice 
navigation, and examine biodiversity and climate impacts – directly connecting 
classroom concepts to real-world systems. 

Now in its sixth year, our partnership with Falmouth Public Schools, specifically Morse 
Pond School, has served more than 1,200 students. Each year, we proudly host all 
Falmouth sixth graders on Penikese, ensuring district-wide access to this immersive, 
place-based science experience. 

The impact of this experience is measurable and enduring. Post-trip, 100% of 
participating teachers report that Discovery Days enhances curriculum goals, and nearly 
94% observe improved teamwork and classroom dynamics. Students continue 
referencing their island experience long after their visit, drawing connections between 
climate, biodiversity, and conservation to what they observed firsthand.  

For many Falmouth students, the trip also represents a series of meaningful firsts. More 
than 75% of teachers report that this trip marked the first time some of their students 
had ever been on a boat. For many, it is their first time exploring a remote island, and 
their first opportunity to learn science outdoors rather than from a textbook. And for 
some, it is their first time imagining themselves as scientists. 

In an era of tightening school budgets and fewer experiential opportunities, Discovery 
Days represent a community-rooted investment that strengthens scientific literacy, 
social-emotional growth, and environmental stewardship among local youth. Penikese 
Island School is not only helping to protect a rare wildlife sanctuary, we are ensuring 
that the young people of Falmouth develop the curiosity, confidence, and connection 
needed to care for it in the future. 


