Community Choice Grant Foundation
Dear Members of the Community Choice Grant Foundation,

I am honored to submit this statement on behalf of the Board of Director’s leadership for Island
Children’s School. As both a board member and a parent of two children who have attended the
school—my youngest now completing his final year—I have witnessed firsthand the
extraordinary impact this institution has had on our family and our island community.

Established in the 1970s, Island Children’s School has long been a cornerstone of early
childhood education on Martha’s Vineyard. Through student-centered imaginative play,
thoughtfully designed learning environments, and meaningful community connections, the
school cultivates children’s social, emotional, physical, and cognitive development while
preparing them for kindergarten and lifelong learning.

At the heart of Island Children’s School is a curriculum rooted in imaginative, child-directed
exploration. Classrooms and outdoor spaces are intentionally arranged to invite curiosity and
independence: low shelves, accessible materials, and open-ended activity centers empower
children to choose what to investigate and with whom to collaborate. These everyday decisions
nurture agency, problem-solving, and cognitive flexibility. | have watched my children lead
dramatic play scenarios, collaborate on garden projects, and plan small group activities—each
experience blending creativity with emerging executive functioning skills.

Teachers serve as responsive guides, carefully observing children’s interests and weaving
academic foundations seamlessly into play. A block structure becomes a lesson in balance and
measurement; a pretend market evolves into counting, labeling, and language development; a
nature walk sparks scientific inquiry. This approach protects children’s intrinsic curiosity and
fosters a genuine love of learning rather than compliance-driven achievement.

Social-emotional development is an intentional priority. Children learn to express feelings,
resolve conflicts, and practice empathy through consistent modeling and guided reflection. |
vividly recall my son using classroom vocabulary to identify “frustration” instead of reacting
impulsively—a powerful testament to the school’s commitment to emotional literacy. These skills
equip children to build relationships, navigate transitions, and engage confidently in new
environments.

Island Children’s School is deeply rooted in the fabric of Martha’s Vineyard. Through local visits,
partnerships, and service-oriented projects, children engage with island businesses and civic
efforts in ways that make community participation tangible and meaningful. They learn early that
they are valued contributors to island life, fostering respect for place and a sense of
stewardship.

Creative expression is woven into each day. Music, movement, and visual arts are treated as
essential components of learning, supporting fine and gross motor development,
self-expression, and imaginative thinking. My son often comes home eager to share a song he



learned or a painting he created—moments that build confidence and reinforce coordination,
pattern recognition, and emotional processing.

The natural environment serves as an extended classroom. Gardening, composting, recycling,
and nature walks cultivate scientific observation, environmental responsibility, and patience. My
children have come to understand soil as a living system and compost as a regenerative
cycle—lessons that inspire ecological awareness and sustainable habits from an early age.

The school also maintains a commercial-free environment, allowing children’s imaginations—not
consumer culture—to guide play. This fosters originality, collaboration, and resourcefulness.
Complementing this philosophy is a focus on healthy, communal eating practices. Meals and
snacks become shared learning experiences where children explore new foods, practice table
routines, and strengthen social bonds.

Together, these elements—imaginative play, intentional design, emotional literacy, community
engagement, creative arts, environmental exploration, a commercial-free ethos, and healthy
habits—form an integrated approach that nurtures the whole child. The outcomes are clear:
children transition to kindergarten with strong language skills, cooperative habits, curiosity,
resilience, and the confidence to participate socially and academically.

For our family, the school’s influence has been profound. My older child entered elementary
school equipped with collaborative skills and enthusiasm for learning. My youngest now
demonstrates growing confidence, sophisticated imaginative thinking, and emotional awareness
that assure me he is fully prepared for the next stage. Beyond academic readiness, Island
Children’s School cultivates empathy, curiosity, environmental stewardship, and personal
agency—qualities that strengthen not only individual children but our broader island community.

| respectfully submit this account to illustrate how Island Children’s School embodies
community-centered values and contributes meaningfully to the well-being of children and
families on Martha’s Vineyard. Continued support ensures that this treasured institution can
sustain its mission and nurture future generations of thoughtful, capable islanders.

With gratitude for your consideration,

Morning Star Healy



